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SPRING HAS SPRUNG

UPCOMING EVENTS
•
•
•
•

April 25, 8:00 a.m. –
Junior Rifle begins,
each Saturday.
May 6, 5:00 p.m. –
Trap begins, each
Wednesday.
May 6, 8:00 p.m. –
Membership meeting
May 7, 3:00 p.m. –
High Power Rifle
practice, each
Thursday.
May 8-10 – Mother’s
Day High Power
Match.
June 3, 8:00 p.m. –
Membership meeting

Tolerable temperatures and sunshine have arrived in the Coulee Region. This
means that shooting season is finally beginning! The club will be hosting
regular trap shooting, high power practice, junior rifle practice, high power
matches, and sporting clays for the rest of the season. Please check out the
calendar to participate in these events and find out if the range is closed at
www.lacrosserifleclub.com/calendar.
As always, if you have any feedback on the newsletter, please email your
thoughts to secretary@lacrosserifleclub.com.

LAND HO!

The Board has been working to purchase 15.58 acres of land along the west
boundary of the range. The addition of this land further protects the club from
•
being shut down by developers or other individuals who may purchase the
land. Although our land fund covers most of the purchase, the club is offering
promissory notes to members in order to finance the difference. These notes
•
will be in $500 increments, with annual simple interest at 4%. Members can
also waive the interest or donate. These notes will be paid back to members
within five years. For questions, please contact our treasurer, Jon Welda, at
weldaj@outlook.com or (608) 797-0056. Checks for promissory notes can be mailed to Jon at the following address:
Jon Welda
c/o La Crosse Rifle Club
4499 Pfeffer Valley Rd.
La Crescent, MN 55947

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
During the last 4 to 6 weeks, gun sales have surged to set new records. Many of these purchases are being made by those
who are purchasing their first firearm and they are purchasing handguns and AR-15 style modern sporting rifles. The next
step for these new gun owners is to become familiar with gun safety and how their firearms operate. Those of us who are
members of La Crosse Rifle Club are, for the most part, avid gun people; we are familiar with most types of firearms and
we are solidly based in the rules of firearms safety.
If you know anyone who is a new gun owner, offer your help. Bring them to the range, take the time to introduce them to
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of firearms and the safe operation of the gun they purchased. It is the policy of the La Crosse Rifle Club
that members are allowed to bring guests to the range and we encourage members to help introduce new shooters to the
shooting sports. These new gun owners are potential allies in our ongoing battles to preserve our Second Amendment
rights and can make us politically stronger. Welcome them to the shooting sports.
Dennis Fater, President

OUTSTANDING JUNIOR SHOOTER
La Crosse Rifle Club member James Lee (soon to be 16 years of age) has been awarded the 2020 Ben Kasper Award by the
Wisconsin Firearm Owners Junior Service Rifle Team’s award for most improved junior shooter. In 2018, James
participated in the National Matches for the first time. He was new to the sport, but he never lacked in enthusiasm. James
worked hard, practicing over the winter shooting smallbore and, in warmer weather, practiced extensively at distance with
the AR-15 rifle. In 2019, James was scoring master level scores in high power rifle matches consistently.
Despite a malfunction that cost him 13 rounds (or up to 130 points), James improved his Ben Kasper aggregate by over
150 points and earned 10 leg points in the 2019 National Trophy Individual match. James was also a key member of the
Wisconsin State 2nd place Junior Infantry Trophy Team. James has always displayed a great attitude, enthusiasm for
competition, and drive to improve. James has also become an integral member of the Coulee Region Friends of NRA and
is active in fund raising activities for the NRA Foundation in the La Crosse area.

HISTORY CORNER
To the left is a photo of a high power match on
the 600 yard rifle range in the 1960s. The photo
was taken from the east hill.
The club has been in its present location since
1957. It’s amazing to see how things have
changed the past sixty years.
Do you have old photos from years past of the La
Crosse Rifle Club? Please share them and have
them featured in our club newsletter! They can
be emailed to secretary@lacrosserifleclub.com.

THANK YOU
The club would like to thank Ron Walker for continuing to clean the clubhouse before membership meetings. Despite the
cancellation of the April 1 meeting, the clubhouse was still cleaned a few days before the meeting would have been held.
The club also thanks Charlie Rogers and Terry Harpstreith for repairing the target backers on the east handgun range.
Although not mentioned, many of our club members volunteer their time to keep the club maintained and to run our
various shooting sports. Thanks to our shooting sports directors and others who volunteer their time to our club.

SHOOTING SPORTS UPDATES
With the cancellation of our April 1 membership meeting, this newsletter includes updates for our various shooting sports
that otherwise would have been given at our meeting. To keep up to date on events, please check out our calendar on
www.lacrosserifleclub.com. Occasionally, additional events will be added to the calendar after this newsletter is
published.

Winter League
Targets will be accepted until April 30 for both rifle and pistol. The ten best targets will be listed for score. If more targets
are turned in then the ten, the lowest scores will be dropped.

High Power Rifle
Currently the Mother’s Day match is still planning to run. Depending on the COVID-19 situation, a decision will be made
in late April. Please visit http://lacrosserifleclub.com/match-information/ to view programs and signup information.
Beginning May 7, weekly High Power Rifle practice will begin at 5 p.m. The first league will run through June 11, and the
second June 18 through August 6. Cost for each league will be $30 for members, $60 for nonmember adults, and $30 for
nonmember juniors. Due to the new target frames and electronics, AR-15s and bolt guns will only be used to protect the
system.

Junior Rifle Program
Junior Rifle is scheduled to begin practice on April 25. If required, minimum safe distance will be maintained. For more
information, contact Mike Stewart at navybluejacket@yahoo.com or (608) 864-0602.

Sporting Clays
Sporting Clays will not be running any shoots in April due to COVID-19. The plan is to delay the start of sporting clays
season until it is safer for those participating. Currently, there is no anticipated start date. For more information, please
contact Bill Ellwein at ellwein.robert@gmail.com or (608) 317-3834.

REMINDERS
As a friendly reminder to members for range safety, please remember to place the orange cone on the firing line when
working or shooting down range, along with the range flag by the road. When done, please put the flag away and place the
orange cone on the rifle rack. Doing so prevents members from thinking someone is down range and keeps everyone safe.

FEATURED GUN – SPRINGFIELD M1A

Stock photo of M1A Standard from Springfield Armory.

Introduced to the civilian market in 1974, the Springfield
M1A is a truly classic rifle that many rifle shooters are
fond of. Based off the M14, the big difference between the
M1A and its selective fire parent is firing modes and its
main use: competition.

The U.S. government’s Springfield Armory created modified M14 rifles in 1962 for competition only use. This involved
removing the full auto selector from the rifle. Fortunately, Springfield Armory, Inc. had those designs approved by the
DCM for competition in 1974. The company then debuted the National Match M1A rifle, geared towards competitive
service rifle matches. According to American Rifleman, the original specs had “high-grade National Match walnut stock;
22" stainless steel, air-gauged, National Match, medium weight barrel with a 1:11" right-hand twist; National Match trigger
group with 4 1⁄2-lb. two-stage trigger; National Match blade front sight; match-grade hooded aperture rear sight with onehalf m.o.a. windage and elevation adjustments, a National Match gas cylinder, National Match recoil spring guide and a
glass-bedded action.”
These rifles are still available for purchase at gun stores. The offering of M1A variants has expanded drastically the past
forty-six years. Springfield Armory, Inc. offers six various sub-models and calibers in .308 Winchester or 6.5 Creedmoor
ranging in MSRP from $1,645 to $3,785.
Sources: McElrath, Daniel T. “Springfield M1A: The M14's Successful Sibling.” American Rifleman, 22 Feb. 2011,
www.americanrifleman.org/articles/2011/2/22/springfield-m1a-the-m14-s-successful-sibling/.
“M1A™ Series Rifles.” Springfield Armory, www.springfield-armory.com/m1a-series-rifles.

